
Staff Contact Julio Salcedo, Recreation and Community Services Director 

CHAIR JULIE CUELLAR 
VICE CHAIR NATASHA SANCHEZ-BROOKS 
COMMISSIONER ERICA FRIEND 
COMMISSIONER CHRISTIAN GARCIA 
COMMISSIONER FLOR SANCHEZ 

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 

PARKS, WELLNESS, AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA SUMMARY 
THURSDAY, MARCH 12, 2026 – 6:30 PM 

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OPTIONS 

Please visit the City’s YouTube channel to live stream and watch previously recorded Parks, Wellness, and 
Recreation Commission meetings, which is also available with Spanish subtitles at: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando 

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability-related 
modification/accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including in-person translation 
services, or other services please call the Recreation and Community Services Department at 
(818) 898-7349 or email at LMoreno@sanfernando.gov at least 2 business days prior to the meeting.

SUBMIT PUBLIC COMMENT IN PERSON: 

Members of the public may provide comments in person in the City Council Chambers during the Public 
Comments section of the Agenda by submitting a comment card to the Board Secretary.   

SUBMIT PUBLIC COMMENT VIA EMAIL: 

Members of the public may submit comments by email to LMoreno@sanfernando.gov no later than 
12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation 
Commission prior to consideration of the agenda. Comments received via email will be distributed to the 
Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission and made part of the official public record of the meeting. 

CALL-IN TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT LIVE AT THE MEETING: 

Members of the Public may call-in between 6:30 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. Comments will be heard in the order 
received, and limited to three minutes. If necessary, the call-in period may be extended by the Chair. 

Call-in Telephone Number: (669) 900-6833 
Meeting ID:  986 1620 1615 

Passcode:  988843 

When connecting to the Zoom meeting to speak, you will be placed in a virtual “waiting area,” with your 
audio disabled, until it is your turn to speak and limited to three minutes. 
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CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

TELECONFERENCE REQUESTS/DISCLOSURE 

Recommend consideration of requests received for remote teleconference meeting participation 
made by members of the City’s legislative bodies, as permitted under the provisions of Assembly 
Bill (AB) 2449, Government Code Section 54953, and the City of San Fernando adopted Resolution 
No. 8215, effective March 1, 2023. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Recommend that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission approve the agenda as 
presented. 

PRESENTATION 

DECORUM AND ORDER 

City Commissioners are appointed by City Council and must be free to discuss issues confronting 
the city in an orderly environment. Members of the public attending City Commission meetings 
shall observe the same rules of order and decorum applicable to the City Council (SF Procedural 
Manual).  Any person making impertinent derogatory or slanderous remarks or who becomes 
boisterous while addressing a City Commission or while attending a City Commission meeting, may 
be removed from the room if the Presiding Officer so directs the Sergeant-At-Arms and such person 
may be barred from further audience before the City Commission. 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 

Members of the public may provide comments in person in the City Council Chambers during the 
Public Comments section of the Agenda by submitting a comment card to the Board Secretary. 

Members of the public may submit comments by email to LMoreno@sanfernando.gov no later 
than  
12:00 p.m. the day of the meeting, to ensure distribution to the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation 
Commission and made part of the official public record of the meeting. 
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Members of the public may provide a live public comment by calling in between 6:30 p.m. and 
6:45 p.m.  CALL- IN INFORMATION:  Telephone Number: Telephone Number: (669) 900-6833, 
Meeting ID: 986 1620 1615; Passcode: 988843 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
Items on the Consent Calendar are considered routine and may be disposed of by a single motion 
to adopt staff recommendation. If the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission wishes to 
discuss any item, it should first be removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
1) CONSIDERATION TO APPROVE PARKS, WELLNESS, AND RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

MINUTES FOR: 
 

a. February 12, 2026- Regular Meeting  
b. February 26, 2026- Special Meeting 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
 
      
2) CONSIDERATION TO ACCEPT THE DONATION OF A VETERAN HONOR ENGRAVING PROJECT 

TO BE INSTALLED IN THE LAS PALMAS PARK PATIO  
 

Recommend that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission recommend to City   Council 
to authorize the group of San Fernando residents spearheading this project to move forward 
with the proposed Veteran Honor Engraving Project at Las Palmas Park Patio.  

 
 

3) INFORMATIONAL UPDATE ON THE COLLABORATION WITH THE WILD HORSE FOUNDATION  
 

Recommend that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission receive and file an 
informational update on the collaboration with the Wild Horse Foundation with the City of San 
Fernando. 

 
       
4)  DISCUSS MULTIPLE TOPICS WITH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE   
 

Recommend that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission discuss the following items 
with the Public Works Department:  
 
a. Update on adding plants to the existing pots along Maclay Street to attract hummingbirds  
b. Adding shade sails and repairing exercise equipment at Recreation Park    
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c. Adding lighting to Recreation Park and Pioneer Park    
d. Status of the ground cover at Recreation Park 

 
 
5)  CESAR E. CHAVEZ MEMORIAL RENOVATION PROJECT UPDATE 

 
          Recommend that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission: 
 

a. Discuss Ad Hoc Committee Updates;  
b. Continue to meet with Pueblo Y Salud until a renovation plan for the Memorial Plaza 

can be developed; and 
 c.   Provide staff direction as appropriate. 
  
 
6)    DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES UPDATE   
 
 Recommend that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission: 
 

a. Receive and file a report updating the programs, services activities, and business 
conducted by the Recreation and Community Services Department; and   
 

b. Provide staff direction as appropriate. 
 
 
STAFF COMMUNICATION 
 

 
COMMISSIONER UPDATES/REQUESTS TO AGENDIZE ITEM FOR DISCUSSION AT A FUTURE 
MEETING 

 
 Commissioner(s) may request to agendize an item for discussion at a future meeting, subject to 

approval by the Commission. Requests should align with the commission's scope of responsibility, 
adhere to City Council policies, and consider the availability of staff resources and budget 
constraints.  

  
 

ADJOURNMENT   The meeting will adjourn to its next regular meeting. 
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AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 
agenda was posted on the City Hall bulletin board not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Dated: _________________ at: ______________ 
 
Signed By: _______________________________   
 
 
 
 
  

Agendas and complete Agenda Packets (including staff reports and exhibits related to each item) are posted on the City’s Internet Web site 
(www.sfcity.org).  These are also available for public reviewing prior to a meeting at the Recreation and Community Services Department Public 
Counter. Any public writings distributed by the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission to at least a majority of the Commissioners regarding 
any item on this regular meeting agenda will also be made available at the Recreation and Community Services Department Public Counter located 
at 208 Park Avenue, San Fernando, CA, 91340 during normal business hours.  In addition, the City may also post such documents on the City’s 
Web Site at www.sfcity.org. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if you require a disability-related modification/ 
accommodation to attend or participate in this meeting, including auxiliary aids or services please call the Recreation and Community Services 
Department Office at (818) 898-7349 or LMoreno@sfcity.org at least 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
PARKS, WELLNESS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 12, 2026 
ZOOM MEETING STREAMED ON YOUTUBE 

 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE PARKS, WELLNESS AND 
RECREATION COMMISSION. VIDEO AND AUDIO OF THE ACTUAL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
LISTENING AT: https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando  
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Chair J. Cuellar called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. Administrative Assistant, Linda Bowden-
Moreno, called the roll call. 
 
The following people were recorded as present: 
 
PRESENT: 
Chair Julie Cuellar, Commissioner Erica Friend, and Commissioner Christian Garcia  
 
ABSENT:  
Vice Chair Natasha Sanchez-Brooks and Commissioner Flor Sanchez 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Director of Recreation and Community Services Department Julio Salcedo, Police Commander Brian 
Woodward, Tataviam Tribe Chief Administrative Officer Miguel Luna, Administrative Assistant Linda 
Bowden-Moreno, and Office Clerk, Tiffany Hernandez  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Led by Commissioner Christian Garcia 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Chair Cuellar made a motion to approve the agenda with the following amendment: 

• Add The Tataviam Tribal Mural Project at Rudy Ortega Park Sr. Park as the first item 
under Administrative Reports section. 
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Commissioner Garcia seconded the motion. By consensus, the motion carried with the 
following roll call vote: 
 

AYES:       Chair Cuellar, Commissioner Friend, and Commissioner Garcia 
ABSENT:   Commissioner Sanchez-Brooks and Commissioner Sanchez 
ABSTAIN:   

 
PRESENTATIONS  
No presentations. 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
No public statements. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Commissioner Garcia motioned to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2026, Parks, Wellness 
and Recreation Commission regular meeting.  
 
Commissioner Friend seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously with the following 
roll call vote: 
 

AYES:  Chair Cuellar, Commissioner Friend, Commissioner Garcia 
NAYS   

 ABSENT:  Vice Chair Sanchez-Brooks and Commissioner Sanchez 
 ABSTAIN:  
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 
FERNANDO TATAVIUM BAND OF MISSION INDIANS WATER TANK MURAL PROJECT AT RUDY 
ORTEGA SR. PARK- RCS Department Director Julio Salcedo provided background on the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of San Fernando and the Fernandeño 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians, noting that the MOU was extended on March 10 after its 
original expiration in 2016. 
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At this time, Mr. Salcedo introduced the Chief Administrative Officer of the Fernandeño 
Tataviam Band of Mission Indians, Mr. Luna. 

Mr. Luna presented a PowerPoint on the mural project for the water tank at Rudy Ortega Sr. 
Park. The presentation included the following items: 

 
 Timeline of the collaboration with the City of San Fernando 
 Funding Source 
 Mural Theme, size, style, elements, and community involvement  
 Sample of the mural  
 Maintenance plan 
 Draft timeline 
 Mural unveiling flyer draft 

 
At this time, Mr. Luna responded to Commissioners’ questions, including inquiries about the 
plan of action in the event the mural is vandalized. 

Let the record show that Commissioner Friend recused herself from discussing, voting or any 
participation on this item.   

 
 Chair Cuellar motioned to approve and move forward with the project to city council. 
 Commissioner Garcia seconded the motion. The motion with the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES:  Chair Cuellar and Commissioner Garcia 
 
NAYS   

 ABSENT:  Vice Chair Sanchez-Brooks and Commissioner Sanchez 
  ABSTAIN: Commissioner Friend 
 
2. SAN FERNANDO POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE ON PARK ACTIVITY- San Fernando Police 
Commander Brian Woodward provided an overview of recent citywide activity, including trends 
in drug- and alcohol-related offenses and outstanding warrants. 

He reported on a quality-of-life assessment at Recreation Park with Chief Robert L. Valdez and 
RCS Director Julio Salcedo, where evidence of gambling, alcohol, and cigarettes was found. 
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Three citations were issued. Commander Woodward also briefly updated the Commission on an 
incident at Pioneer Park. 

Commissioners asked questions regarding repeat offenders and the timing of narcotics arrests 
at Rudy Ortega Park. 

RCS Director Julio Salcedo thanked the Police Department for their ongoing support of 
recreational programs. 

 
3. INFORMATIONAL UPDATE ON THE COLLABORATION WITH THE WILD HORSE 
FOUNDATION– RCS Director Julio Salcedo reported that he met with Yasiel Puig and his team 
regarding programming at the Puig House in partnership with UCLA. Programs include Let’s Play 
Outside Again, individual and group counseling, and prenatal and parenting classes. The goal is 
to establish the site as a one-stop family resource center. 

Mr. Salcedo also met with the pastor and principal of Glenoaks Christian Schools, located across 
the street from the Puig House. 

Additional funding is being pursued through the City Manager’s Office. There is no budget 
impact to the City, as an existing facility is being used. 

Mr. Salcedo responded to commissioner questions, including the MOU expiration date. Chair 
Cuellar requested a future tour of the house. He also shared that a Head Start mobile classroom 
at Recreation Park is in development. 

 
4.   DISCUSS MULTIPLE TOPICS WITH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE- Tabled 
for next meeting.  
 
5. CESAR E. CHAVEZ MEMORIAL RENOVATION PROJECT UPDATE- RCS Director Julio Salcedo 
met with the Ad Hoc Committee at the Cesar Chavez Memorial to review the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) and clarify the responsibilities of Pueblo y Salud and the City of San 
Fernando. The MOU does not require either party to conduct maintenance or fundraising. Any 
proposed educational programming or renovations by Pueblo y Salud must receive prior City 
approval. The City may assist with fundraising efforts and waive facility fees for related 
educational programs. Pueblo y Salud plans to host future fundraisers. 

The Public Works Department is exploring improvements to the memorial, including lighting, 
power washing, and replacement of stolen donor plaques. 
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Mr. Salcedo will continue to provide updates and opened the floor for questions. 
Commissioners Garcia and Friend commented on the memorial’s progress. 

6. DEPARTMENT PROGRAMS AND SERVICES UPDATE- RCS Administrative Assistant,
Linda Bowden-Moreno shared information on the following items:

• San Fernando Valley Mile Run
• February 2026 Las Palmas Park senior programs calendar
• Senior watercolor painting class
• La Amistad Café event
• Food Bank monthly food giveaway the 1st Monday of every month
• Vita Tax Clinic dates at Las Palmas Park
• AS@P and Teens for a Better Community
• Tutcint hybrid youth program at Las Palmas Park
• Mission City Baseball and Tiny Tykes Soccer
• Veteran’s Recognition Program
• Graduate Banner Program

RCS Department Director, Julio Salcedo, added that the City’s new website launched today. 

At this time, Linda Bowden-Moreno opened the floor for questions and comments. 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 
No staff communication.   

COMMISSIONER UPDATES/REQUESTS TO AGENDIZE ITEM FOR DISCUSSION AT A FUTURE 
MEETING 
Commissioner Garcia requested that staff explore the possibility of Los Angeles Mission College 
offering classes within the city. Julio Salcedo will conduct research on potential collaboration 
opportunities with the college and present his findings at a future meeting. 

Commissioner Friend emphasized the importance of having a representative from Public Works 
present at next month’s meeting. 
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Chair Cuellar expressed appreciation to staff and Commander Brian Woodward for their 
continued dedication and service. 

FEBRUARY AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Update on the Wild Horse Foundation
2. Update from Public Works Department representative
3. Cesar E. Chavez Memorial renovation project update
4. Department Programs and Services Update

 ADJOURNMENT 
Chair J. Cuellar adjourned the Parks, Wellness and Recreation Commission meeting at 7:41 p.m. 
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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
PARKS, WELLNESS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 26, 2026 
ZOOM MEETING STREAMED ON YOUTUBE 

 
THE FOLLOWING MINUTES ARE A SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE PARKS, WELLNESS AND 
RECREATION COMMISSION. VIDEO AND AUDIO OF THE ACTUAL MEETING ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
LISTENING AT: https://www.youtube.com/c/CityOfSanFernando  
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 
Chair J. Cuellar called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. Administrative Assistant, Linda Bowden-
Moreno, called the roll call. 
 
The following people were recorded as present: 
 
PRESENT: 
Chair Julie Cuellar, Vice Chair Natasha Sanchez-Brooks, Commissioner Erica Friend, Commissioner 
Christian Garcia, and Commissioner Flor Sanchez  
 
ABSENT:  
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Director of Recreation and Community Services Department Julio Salcedo, Recreation Supervisor 
Maribel Perez, Cultural Arts Liaison Javier Verdin, Administrative Assistant Linda Bowden-
Moreno, and Office Clerk, Tiffany Hernandez  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Led by Commissioner Flor Sanchez 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Commissioner Flor Sanchez motioned to approve the agenda for the February 26, 2026 Parks, 
Wellness and Recreation Commission Special Meeting. Commissioner Christian Garcia seconded 
the motion. By consensus, the motion carried with the following roll call vote: 
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AYES: Chair Cuellar, Vice Chair Sanchez-Brooks, Commissioner Erica Friend, 
Commissioner Christian Garcia, and Commissioner Flor Sanchez 

NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

PRESENTATIONS 

PUBLIC STATEMENTS – WRITTEN/ORAL 
No public statements. 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS 

REVIEW AND RECOMMEND FOR APPROVAL THE FERNANDEÑO TATAVIAM BAND OF 
MISSION INDIANS PROPOSED MURAL PROJECT ON THE WATER TANK LOCATED AT RUDY 
ORTEGA SR. PARK- Commissioner Erica Friend recused herself as she may not participate in any 
discussion or vote on this item due to her association with this project as the artist for the mural. 

RCS Department Director Julio Salcedo provided an update on the Mural Project presentation to 
the Commission and communicated that Cultural Arts Liaison Javier Verdin was in attendance 
this evening. This item was approved by this body at the February 12, 2026, Regular Commission 
Meeting. The item was presented to City Council at the February 17, 2026, City Council meeting 
and was approved with the caveat that the item be revisited by this body and include the 
participation and input of Cultural Arts Liaison Javier Verdin.  

Mr. Salcedo then opened the floor for questions and comments. Discussion ensued including 
questions by commission members regarding the interpretation of depictions in the artwork, 
maintenance responsibility, vandalism prevention, cost, and date of the unveiling.  

Cultural Arts Liaison Javier Verdin discussed his experience as a commissioner in the City of San 
Fernado for 13 years, participation with the Las Palmas Park mural and the Cesar Chavez 
Memorial, and his appointment as Cultural Arts Liaison to this body.  Mr. Verdin had some 
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comments and questions regarding the dark color background. Upon further discussion, he 
expressed his support for this project to move forward.    

Chair Julie Cuellar motioned to approve the Mural Project at Rudy Ortega Sr. Park.  
Commissioner Christian Garcia seconded the motion. By consensus, the motion carried with the 
following roll call vote: 

AYES: Chair Cuellar, Vice Chair Sanchez-Brooks, Commissioner Garcia, and 
Commissioner Sanchez 

NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN:    Commissioner Friend 

STAFF COMMUNICATION 

COMMISSIONER UPDATES/REQUESTS TO AGENDIZE ITEM FOR DISCUSSION AT A FUTURE 
MEETING 
Commissioners expressed their support and are very pleased to see this project move forward. 

 ADJOURNMENT 
Chair J. Cuellar adjourned the Parks, Wellness and Recreation Commission meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
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AGENDA REPORT 

RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT       208 PARK AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340       (818) 898-1290       WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Chair Julie Cuellar and Commission Members  
  
From:  Julio Salcedo, Director of Recreation and Community Services 
   
   
Date:  March 12, 2026 
 
Subject: Consideration to Accept the Donation of a Veteran Honor Engraving Project to be 

Installed in the Las Palmas Park Patio 

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness and Recreation Commission make the following 
recommendations to City Council: 
 
a. Accept the donation of a Veteran Honor Engraving Project from a local group of San Fernando 

residents; 
 

b. Authorize Public Works to install the engraved granite slabs;  
 

c. Review and approve any necessary edits or modifications to the text;  
 

d. Authorize the group of San Fernando residents to host potential fundraisers at Las Palmas 
Park and waive any associated fees; and 
  

e. Authorize the group of San Fernando residents spearheading this project to host an unveiling 
ceremony for the public at Las Palmas Park once the first round of engravings is installed and 
the waiving of any associated fees.  

 
  
BACKGROUND: 

1.  On September 25, 2024, Manny Granillo approached the Recreation and Community 
Services (RCS) Dept. staff about developing and displaying a plaque at Las Palmas Park 
commemorating former staff members, Julian Leon and Jess Margarito, for their 
contributions as Park Directors for the City of San Fernando.   
 

2. On November 8, 2024, a group of San Fernando residents met with Recreation and 
Community Services (RCS) staff regarding the location and size of the plaque. The residents 
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were former neighborhood children whose lives were heavily influenced by the leadership of 
Julian Leon and Jess Margarito.  
 

3. On February 3, 2025, RCS staff received a proof of the plaque.  
 

4. On March 13, 2025, the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation (PWR) Commission monthly 
meeting, during which the Commission received a presentation regarding the proposed 
plaque donation and voted to recommend that City Council approve the donation, 
installation, and public unveiling of the plaque.  

 
5. On April 7, 2025, City Council were presented with the project and voted to approve the 

proposed plaque donation, installation, and public unveiling of the plaque.  
 
6. On August 9, 2025, the San Fernando residents had a plaque unveiling ceremony at Las 

Palmas Park. 
 

7. On December 15, 2025, the San Fernando residents reached out to City staff proposing a new 
project for the Las Palmas Park Patio. 

 
 

ANALYSIS: 

 
The proposed Veteran Honor Engraving Project, funded by a group of San Fernando residents, 
seeks to expand upon the recently installed commemorative plaque at Las Palmas Park by adding 
engraved granite slabs that will be installed around the plaque in the Las Palmas Park patio. The 
engraved slabs will honor local veterans from the San Fernando community by displaying their 
names in a permanent and dignified manner. This effort is being led by community members 
Manny Granillo, Alfred Calzadillas, and Richard Villa, who have organized fundraising efforts to 
cover all associated costs. 
 
The engraved granite slabs are proposed to be installed in the Las Palmas Park patio, surrounding 
the existing commemorative plaque. The residents have requested that the City’s Public Works 
Department handle the installation at no cost to them, while the resident group will assume all 
expenses associated with the fabrication of the granite slabs, installation materials, and the 
unveiling ceremony. The central granite memorial slab plus the first round of engravings is 
anticipated to be installed this calendar year, with the potential for future rounds as additional 
veterans are nominated and funds are raised. 
 
Public Works staff has reviewed the proposal and determined that the project is feasible. The 
patio area surrounding the existing plaque provides sufficient space for the installation of the 
engraved granite slabs. Staff has confirmed that minimal site preparation will be required, as the 
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patio surface is already in good condition. The installation will be coordinated with the resident 
group to ensure the slabs are properly aligned and securely set. 

The Veteran Honor Engraving Project represents a meaningful and lasting tribute to the men and 
women from San Fernando who served in the United States Armed Forces. The engraved granite 
slabs will complement the existing commemorative plaque and transform the Las Palmas Park 
patio into a dedicated Veterans Honor Garden. Each granite slab will measure 3 feet wide by 16 
inches tall and will accommodate approximately 12 names, with each veteran name engraved at 
12 inches wide by 4 inches tall. The estimated cost per slab is approximately $1,200, not including 
installation materials and associated labor costs. Eligibility will be limited to veterans who are 
current residents of San Fernando or who have an immediate family member residing in the City, 
consistent with the criteria established under the existing Veteran Banner Recognition Program. 
This type of public recognition not only honors the service and sacrifice of local veterans, but also 
fosters community pride and a shared sense of history among residents. Staff supports the 
project as a positive enhancement to the park and a fitting tribute to the City's veteran 
community. 

The Commission’s acceptance of this donation will formalize the City’s partnership with the 
resident group and provide a clear path forward for the project. Staff is available to provide any 
additional information or support needed in this deliberation and will continue to coordinate 
with the resident group and Public Works on next steps following Commission approval. 

BUDGET IMPACT: 

The plaque will be paid by the local resident group. The installation will be provided by the Public 
Works Department at an estimated cost of $600 in staff time.  

CONCLUSION: 

It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness and Recreation Commission make the following 
recommendations to City Council: accept the donation of the Veteran Honor Engraving Project 
from the group of San Fernando residents; authorize the Public Works Department to install the 
engraved granite slabs in the Las Palmas Park patio at an estimated cost of $600 in staff time; 
and authorize the resident group to host fundraisers and an unveiling ceremony at Las Palmas 
Park with all associated rental fees waived. This project reflects the community's deep 
appreciation for the veterans of San Fernando and will create a lasting public space at Las Palmas 
Park that honors their service for generations to come. Staff is committed to supporting the 
resident group through every step of the process to ensure a successful and timely installation. 
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ATTACHMENTS: 

A. Mockup of granite slabs
B. Mockup of individual veteran names
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CITY OF SAN FERNANDO 
LAS PALMAS PARK 

VETERANS HONOR GARDEN

ATTACHMENT "A"
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FULL NAME 
Rank Military Branch 

Years Era (optional) 

War Era or Badge or Field Service 

STEVE SMITH 
Captain US Navy 

1970-1977 

Vietnam Era 

MANUEL F. GRANILLO 
Sergeant US Army 

1971-1974 Vietnam War 
Air Defense Artillery 

JOHN DOE 
Sergeant US Army 

1940-1942 World War II 

Bronze Star 

ATTACHMENT ''B"
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MEMORANDUM 

RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT         208 PARK AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340         (818) 898-1290         WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Chair Julie Cuellar and Commissioners  
 
From:  Julio Salcedo, Director of Recreation and Community Services  
                               
Date:  March 12, 2026 
 
Subject: Update on Collaboration with the Wild Horse Foundation    

RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness and Recreation (PWR) Commission receive and file 
an update on the specific items stipulated in the MOU between the Wild Horse Foundation and 
the City.   
 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
This item was added to the agenda by Chair Julie Cuellar at the October 9, 2025, Parks, Wellness 
and Recreation Commission Regular Meeting.  Information on existing programming with Early 
Head Start and other collaborative opportunities has been discussed with the PWR Commission.  
 
At the January 2026 PWR Commission meeting, Mr. Salcedo reported that he will be meeting 
with the Wild Horse Foundation toward the end of the month. 
 
At the February 2026 PWR Commission meeting, RCS Director Julio Salcedo reported that he met 
with Yasiel Puig and his team regarding programming at the Puig House in partnership with UCLA 
with the goal to establish a one-stop family resource center. Mr. Salcedo also met with the pastor 
and principal of Glenoaks Christian Schools, located across the street from the Puig House. Also 
in the works is a Head Start mobile classroom that will be located at Recreation Park. 
 
 
BUDGET IMPACT  
 
There is no impact to the budget by discussing this item. 
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MEMORANDUM 

RECREATION & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT         208 PARK AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340         (818) 898-1290         WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Chair Julie Cuellar and Commissioners  
 
From:  Julio Salcedo, Director of Recreation and Community Services  
                               
Date:  March 12, 2026 
 
Subject: Discuss Multiple Topics with Public Works Interim Director Bill Evans     

RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness and Recreation (PWR) Commission discuss and 
receive an update on various items with the Public Works Department.   
 
 
BACKGROUND/ANALYSIS 
 
The PWR Commission added several agenda items at the October 9, 2025 PWR Commission 
regular meeting.  This agenda item was tabled at the PWR Commission meetings held in 
December 2025, January and February of 2026. The PWR Commission is requesting information 
and updates on the following items:  
 

a. Update on adding plants to the existing pots along Maclay Street to attract 
hummingbirds  

b. Adding shade sails and repairing exercise equipment at Recreation Park    
c. Adding lighting to Recreation Park and Pioneer Park    
d. Status of the ground cover at Recreation Park 

 
 
BUDGET IMPACT 
 
There is no budget impact incurred by discussing and receiving an update on the aforementioned 
items with the Public Works Department.  
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AGENDA REPORT 

RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT       208 PARK AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340       (818) 898-1290       WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

To: Chair Julie Cuellar and Commissioners 
  
From:  Julio Salcedo, Director of Recreation and Community Services 
               By: Linda Bowden-Moreno 
   
Date:  March 12, 2026 
  
Subject: Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Renovation Project Update  

RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission: 
 

a. Discuss Ad Hoc Committee Updates;  
 

b. Continue to meet with Pueblo Y Salud until a renovation plan for the Memorial Plaza 
can be developed; and 

 
 c.   Provide staff direction as appropriate. 
 
  
BACKGROUND: 

1. On June 7, 1993, the City Council approved of declaring March 31 an official City holiday 
honoring the late farmworker and civil rights leader, Cesar E. Chavez, thus becoming the first 
City in the country to establish the Cesar E. Chavez Holiday.  
 

2.  In 2004, the City of San Fernando in collaboration with the Cesar E. Chavez Commemorative 
Committee honored the great civil rights and labor leader through the creation of the largest 
Cesar E. Chavez Memorial in the nation. 

 
3. On October 6, 2014, the City Council approved a partnership with Pueblo Y Salud for 

fundraising efforts to repair and restore the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial. 
 

4. On March 14, 2023, Commissioner Lopez requested information regarding the condition and 
possible beautification of the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial. 

 
5. On April 11, 2023, the PWRC directed staff to draft a letter to Pueblo Y Salud that would start 

a potential collaboration to restore the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Plaza.  
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6. On May 11, 2023, the PWRC tabled discussion on the item until the Commissioners had an 

opportunity to review the MOU with Pueblo Y Salud and provide feedback on the draft letter 
to Pueblo Y Salud.  

 
7. On June 8, 2023, an Ad Hoc Committee (Commissioners Lopez & Gonzales) was formed to 

gather information on the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial and how renovations would be funded.  
 
8.   On August 17, 2023, the Ad Hoc Committee and the RCS Director met with Ruben Rodriguez                                                 
       of Pueblo Y Salud.   
 
9.   In 2024, the Ad Hoc Committee met with RCS Director Julio Salcedo to review the existing  
      MOU with Pueblo Y Salud.  The Ad Hoc agreed to meet after the July 11, 2024 PWR    
      Commission regular meeting  
 
10. On August 9, 2024, the Ad Hoc, RCS Department staff and Pueblo Y Salud met and reviewed  
      the MOU agreement. Consensus was reached to schedule a tour of the Cesar E. Chavez  
      Memorial and Recreation Park Facility.  
 
11. As a result of the November 5, 2024, San Fernando City Council elections, Robert  
      Gonzales and Patty Lopez would no longer serve on the PWRC.   
 
12. At the PWRC meeting held on April 10, 2025, Commissioner Erica Friend requested to add 
      an agenda item to select new members for the Ad Hoc Committee.   
 
13. At the May 8, 2025 PWRC regular meeting, Commissioners Erica Friend and Flor Sanchez    
      volunteered to be Ad Hoc Committee members.  
 
14. At the July 10, 2025 PWRC regular meeting, RCS Director J. Salcedo reported that the City        
      Council Ad Hoc has reactivated to continue working with Pueblo Y Salud on this project. 
 

15.  At the August 14, 2025 PWR Commission meeting, Mr. Salcedo informed the commission that 
a meeting and walk-through of the memorial was held with City Council, the Public Works 
Director and the RCS Director.  A day of service may be planned in March of 2026 for a 
community clean up.  More information will be provided as it becomes available.   

16. At the February 12, 2026, PWR Commission meeting, Mr. Salcedo reported on meeting with 
the Ad Hoc Committee to review the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to clarify the 
responsibilities of Pueblo y Salud and the City of San Fernando. The MOU does not require 
either party to conduct maintenance or fundraising. Any proposed educational programming 
or renovations by Pueblo y Salud must receive prior City approval. The City may assist with 
fundraising efforts and waive facility fees for related educational programs. Pueblo y Salud 
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plans to host future fundraisers. The Public Works Department is exploring improvements to 
the memorial, including lighting, power washing, and replacement of stolen donor plaques. 

 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The City has an MOU with Pueblo Y Salud (PYS), which allows access for the organization to 
program and maintain the monument. In past years, PYS has spearheaded fundraising efforts to 
help the City offset costs associated with the restoration and maintenance of the monument. The 
Department of Public Works reinstalled commemorative plaques that had been stolen. Staff 
reported that the installation involved cutting into the base and the use of industrial strength 
adhesive to secure the new plaque in place. Public Works also conducts periodic maintenance, 
which includes trimming shrubs, removing weeds, and cleaning graffiti. 
 
The Ad Hoc committee has met regularly with Ruben Rodriguez, from Pueblo Y Salud, to discuss 
possible renovations for the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Plaza.  The discussions have revolved 
around the history of the Memorial.  Mr. Rodriguez noted that Pueblo Y Salud had started 
investigating renovations to the Memorial back in 2014, but the project stalled and had been 
dormant for some time. 
 
In order to proceed with the beautification efforts of the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial, it is 
recommended that the Ad Hoc Committee Members stay informed on updates provided by the 
City Council Ad Hoc and continue collaborating with Pueblo Y Salud to identify funding options 
for this project. 

 
BUDGET IMPACT: 

There is no budget to review and discuss this item. However, any possible beautification or 
restoration of the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial will incur a cost.  Per Sec. 54-67. - Incurring financial 
liability - Neither the Commission nor any person connected with the Commission shall incur any 
financial liability in the name of the City.  

 
 
CONCLUSION: 

It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission and Ad Hoc Committee 
members to continue collaborating with Pueblo Y Salud and continue to look into funding 
opportunities and provide staff with direction as appropriate.  
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AGENDA REPORT 

RECREATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT       208 PARK AVENUE, SAN FERNANDO, CA 91340       (818) 898-1290       WWW.SFCITY.ORG 

    
 

To: Chair Julie Cuellar and Commission Members 
  
From: Julio Salcedo, Recreation and Community Services Director 
 By: Maribel Perez, Recreation and Community Services Supervisor 
        Linda Bowden-Moreno, RCS Administrative Assistant 
         
Date: March 12, 2026 
 
Subject: Department Programming, Services, Activity, and Business Updates 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission: 
 
a. Receive and file a report updating the programs, services, activities, and business conducted 

by the Recreation and Community Services Department; and  
 

b. Provide staff guidance or recommendations, as appropriate. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 

1. The mission of the Recreation and Community Services (RCS) Department is to develop and 
implement enriching community, cultural, and recreational opportunities that foster the 
overall well-being and personal development of our community. 

 
2. The RCS Department conducts a wide array of programs, services, activities, and business 

throughout the year.  Staff provides a monthly update on items discussed at the Parks, 
Wellness, and Recreation Commission (PWRC) meetings and welcomes any guidance or 
recommendations regarding the items presented.  

 
 
DEPARTMENT UPDATES: 

Programs and Services   

The RCS Department provides a variety of programming and services for the San Fernando 
community. All Los Angeles County Department of Public Health protocols and Best Practices 
guidelines for operating recreational facilities are strictly adhered to.  Safety is the top priority 
for RCS staff when conducting activities for the community.  All program participants and park 
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visitors are made aware of safety guidelines being implemented to ensure patrons feel safe 
while participating in the Department’s programs. 

 
CITY EVENTS  
 
San Fernando Valley Mile 
The City of San Fernando held the annual San Fernando Valey Mile on Saturday, February 28, 
2026. Athletes of all ages signed up and laced up their shoes to run or walk their best mile. Set 
in the beautiful heart of San Fernando, this one-mile race was perfect for runners and walkers 
of all levels. The course began at 8th Street and Maclay Avenue, guiding runners down the 
iconic Maclay Avenue and finishing just before 3rd Street.  
 
After crossing the finish line, attendees headed over to the Race Expo to explore local vendors, 
pick up freebies, meet community partners, and enjoy interactive activities. What a great way 
to cool down, connect, and celebrate finishing the race while enjoying the charm of San 
Fernando in a whole new way! 
 
Mission City Baseball Opening Day  
Las Palmas Park hosted Mission City Baseball’s Opening Day Ceremony on Saturday, March 7, 
2026. The day was perfect for the amazing festivities. Family and friends came out to watch the 
procession of cars that traveled from San Fernando Recreation Park to Las Palmas Park. With 
Police Commander Brian Woodward throwing the first pitch of the season, everyone  enjoyed 
the day watching exhibition games to kick off the season.  
 
Save the Date!  
Spring Has Sprung! Shake off the cold weather and welcome the sun at the Spring Jamboree! 
Mark your calendar and join in for a day of fun for the entire family on Saturday, April 4, 2026 
at Las Palmas Park. Hop on over and enjoy a delightful family tradition packed with festive fun 
including Games, Prizes, Food, an Easter Egg Hunt, and a special visit from the Easter Bunny! 
 
 
SENIOR SERVICES 
 
Senior Meals 
In partnership with ONEgeneration, Las Palmas Park continues to host the Elderly Nutrition 
Program (ENP) for seniors. Stop by and register with the ONEgeneration team, Rene and Hayle, 
and enjoy a delicious and nutritious hot meal! Folks that are 60+ can qualify for this free program 
(suggested donation is $3) Mondays through Fridays. If you know of anyone that is 60+ and is 
homebound, ONEgeneration can deliver hot meals 5 days a week! For more information please  
call (818) 898-7340.  
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Los Angeles Regional Food Bank Distribution 
The Regional Food Bank monthly distribution was held on Monday, March 2, 2026 from 9:00am-
11:00am and distributed approximately 310 food kits. This program continues to serve seniors 
age 60+ on a monthly basis at Las Palmas Park. This drive-through food program provides a free 
food kit containing nutritious items such as meats, canned fruits and vegetables, cereals and 
grains. The next distribution will be held on Monday, April 6, 2026. For more information on 
food assistance programs please contact Las Palmas Park at (818) 898-7340.     
 
Alzheimer’s Los Angeles 
Monthly classes are offered in Spanish at Las Palmas Park  to address important issues related 
to memory loss, brain health, dementia, cognitive decline and much more. Classes are scheduled 
on the first Thursday of the month at 9:30 am. Light refreshments are provided. Please contact 
Las Palmas Park at (818) 898-7340 for more information. 
  
Intro to Computers 
The Intro to Computers class is geared for seniors to learn basic computer skills and important 
tips on navigating the internet securely, including how to identify safe websites and avoid 
common online threats. Additionally, participants will practice typing and become familiar with 
keyboard functions to improve their technology skills. Classes are offered at Las Palmas Park on 
the second and fourth Wednesday of the month.  For more information please call (818) 898-
7340.     
 
Platicas de la Vida con Café 
In partnership with the Department of Mental Health, Las Palmas Park continues to host 
workshops to discuss and offer assistance to those dealing with emotional trauma, anxiety and 
everyday life situations.  Classes are held in Spanish on the second and fourth Thursday of the 
month at 9:00 am. Please contact Las Palmas Park at (818) 898-7340 for more information.  
 
Senior Club News 
        

• The Monthly Senior Club Dance will be held on Saturday, March 14, 2026 in celebration 
of St. Patrick’s Day. The dance will feature live music as well as snacks and softdrinks 
available for sale. Tickets can be purchased at Las Palmas Park front desk or at the door, 
depending on availability. For more information on Senior Club Dances and Meetings, 
please call Las Palmas Park at (818) 898-7340.  

 
• Senior Club Monthly Meetings occur on the first Sunday of each month at 1:00 pm at 

Las Palmas Park. Seniors interested in becoming active and involved in the Senior Club 
may attend meetings or call 818-898-7340 for more details.    
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Ongoing Senior Programs 
The following senior activities are ongoing. For more details on programs and activities, please 
call Las Palmas Park at 818-898-7340 or visit the City Website at www.sfcity.org.       

Music Class 
Clase de Canto 
Bingo 
Arthritis Exercise  
Crafty Ladies 
Manejo Personal de Diabetes 
Walkable Wednesday 
Classes de Ingles 
Adult Coloring 
Senior Zumba 
Chair Yoga 
 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

CSUN VITA Clinic 
 The VITA program continuous to serve low-income residents by providing free income tax  
preparation assistance.  Appointments are recommended. Services are free in reporting state 
and federal income tax for qualifying participants.  VITA hours of operation are Fridays 1:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm and Saturdays 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. This service is provided by IRS certified 
preparers. Request an appointment by emailing vita@csun.edu or calling (818) 677-3600.     
 
AS@P- After School @ the Park Teen Program 
AS@P hosted a Mini Garden event in February.  Participants began their mini garden projects 
by starting their plants through the germination process, with guidance from staff member 
Angel. They carefully prepared their seeds, learning that germination is the stage when a seed 
begins to sprout and develop roots and a stem under the right conditions. This hands-on 
experience allowed them to understand how plant life begins and what is needed to support 
healthy growth from the very start. 
 
The program also held an activity called the “Compliment Jar” where participants discussed how 
positive words and encouragement can influence not only people but also a plant. The activity 
emphasized the connection between emotional well-being and environmental care, reinforcing 
the idea that kindness, attention, and nurturing behaviors contribute to growth in both plants 
and within ourselves. Look for more fun and interactive activities coming soon.  
 
The AS@P program operates Monday – Friday from 3-6pm at Recreation Park. Kids ages 11 to 
17 can get homework assistance, use the computer lab, enjoy snacks, gamelplay and participate 
in extracurricular activities. Don’t miss out on this fun and free program.  
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Teens for a Better Community 
Teens for a Better Community (TBC)  contines to meet regularly to hold discussions on programs, 
brainstorming sessions, and develop volunteer opportunities. Snacks and refreshments are 
provided. TBC meets twice per month at Recreation Park. For more information please call (818) 
898-7340.  For more information please call (818) 898-7340 or email jsalas@sfcity.org . 
 
 RECREATION 
 
Leisure & Fitness Classes 
Classes are currently in session and available for registration in-person by visiting one of the park 
offices or online by visting www.sfcity.org/sfrecreation.  
 

• 3 Wins Fitness San Fernando 
Mon, Wed & Fri | 8:15am | Recreation Park 

• Total Body Conditioning 
Mon-Thur | 7:00pm | Recreation Park 

• Inclusive Zumba  
Mon & Wed | 6:00pm | Recreation Park 

• Folklorico 
Wed & Fri | 7pm | Las Palmas Park 

• Shotokan Karate 
Saturdays | 9am | Las Palmas Park 

• Senior Music 
Tuesdays | 9am | Las Palmas Park 

• Clase de Canto 
Thursdays | 9am | Las Palmas Park 

 
Open Gym Pickleball 
Las Palmas Park offers weekly pickleball games and practice sessions on Monday and Friday 
mornings, and Tuesday evenings. These sessions are open to all who want to improve their skills, 
fitness ability and make new friends.  This program is open to adults of all skill levels, provides 
pickleball equipment, and is completely free.    
 
Open Gym Volleyball 
Volleyball open gym is offered at Recreation Park on Thursday nights from 5pm to 9pm. Drop 
in for some friendly competition and get active!  
 
Mission City Baseball Spring 2026   
Mission City Baseball welcomes boys and girls of all skill levels. The program serves athletes 
ages 3 to 14 and operates out of Las Palmas Park from March through May, 2026. Volunteer 
coaches that complete required trainings receive an additional discount. Call Recreation Park 
office at 818-898-1290 for more information.  
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BUDGET IMPACT: 

The programs, services, activity, and business updates in this report are part of the Department’s 
work plan and funds have been allocated for such work in the current fiscal year budget.  
 
CONCLUSION: 
It is recommended that the Parks, Wellness, and Recreation Commission receive and file the 
Department Update Report and provide any guidance or recommendations as appropriate.  
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